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and should be arrived at by taking a largo number of measurements,
using bony points as landmarks. Me omphasi/ed the. value of those
measurements in clinical medicine, for when there is doubt about a
diagnosis the type to which a person belongs may be the means of
arriving at the correct decision. On the whole, however, his classifi-
cation and Krelschmer's agree. Both agree also that the types are not
sharply diflercntiated and that many intermediates occur, Krelschnier
slating that the types exist in all races.
Attempts have been made to show that each of these types has a
special liability to certain diseases. It is said that the asthcnic type is
prone to pulmonary tuberculosis and peptic ulcer, the pyknic to manic-
depressive insanity and apoplexy, and the aslhenie and athletic types to
schizophrenia. According to Hurst, however, gastric ulcer occurs chiefly
in the aslhemc type, and duodenal ulcer in the pyknic type.
Heredity of^ The three types are undoubtedly due to hereditary factors and, though
tes ers the conformation of the body like almost all normal characters in man
is the result of a number of factors, it is probable that one gene plays
the principal part in determining each of the main types, other genes
perhaps causing various minor modifications and so producing inter-
mediates of diflercnl kinds. The diseases to which these types are said
to be prone are for the most part determined by more than one gene;
or they are in part due to extrinsic factors; or both genetic and extrinsic
factors arc concerned. Schizophrenia and manic-depressive insanity
probably belong to the first class and peptic ulcer to the second; in
tuberculosis there is more than one gene which confers immunity, and
exposure to infection is an important extrinsic factor.
Presumably the explanation of the liability of persons belonging to
one of these types to suller from a particular disease is that the principal
gene determining the type lies on the same chromosome as one of the
genes determining the disease, and the phenomenon is in the main
one of linkage.
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